
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Book on the history of the creation and the first 25 years of the
U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims

CONTENT
The U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims (USCAVC) seeks proposals for a scholarly book on the
history of the creation and the first 25 years of the Court. If the Court determines to publish such a book,
the book will describe judicial review of veterans appeals and the effect of the Court upon veterans’
benefits and the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) claims and appeals process. Possible topics could
include:

• Efforts of veterans and organizations to obtain judicial review of veterans benefits decisions
• Legislative history and the process involved in the creation of the Court
• The Early Phase of the Court's History, including

• Interviews with original judges
• Creating a new body of law 
• Administrative challenges in establishing a new court

• Later Phases of Court history, including significant events since inception
• Gardner v. Brown–first USCAVC decision subject of Supreme Court review 
• The effect of the Veterans Claims Assistance Act on the Court
• The second wave of new judges 
• Establishment of USCAVC Bar Association
• Temporary expansion of Court to nine judges

• Unique features of the Court and their impact
• Single-judge decision authority
• Representation of veterans by non-attorney practitioners
• Appellate review by an intermediate appellate court
• Court's place in the veterans appellate structure 

• Significant decisions of the Court

Sources will include published records of the Court, other published accounts (such as journal articles,
Congressional legislative records, and VA records), statistics, and oral histories.

FORMAT
The book will be a hard cover illustrated history of approximately 100-200 pages in length not including
the table of contents, index and appendices. The book size is expected to be 6.75" x 10".

TERMS OF SERVICE
The Court will pay reasonable author’s fees plus expenses.  The Court will not pay any fees incurred for
the preparation of any bidder's response to this Request for Proposals.

There will be a series of deadlines for deliverables and drafts to the Court for review, with the ultimate
time for the author(s) to complete the draft to be approximately one year from the signing of a contract.  

RIGHTS TO THE WORK
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